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@ President Assad of- Syria 
reservists to counter “signs of 
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yy LES man @ The Syrian mobilizatic g 
. on special : alert, $But3 the Israelis battilly lifte 
faces | blockade of Awali river bridges (page 6)f, % 3 ** at 

: @In London ‘Mrs‘ Thatcher urged caution.on Washington 

meow char e when she met an envoy.‘sent by President ‘Redgan to cn ye 
it ra g fences after the’ Grenada invasion. NE eA Re Seed 
noi Wie ee From Robert Fisk, Beirut _ 


further charged ~ with Western diplomats in Beirut dehbely-clustered slums J south, . Chile victims:.T wo Lebanese b 
Hoon an assessment by the |and Lebanese Government of their positions. eee, ae Sty 


type. 


eta 


nee services of a KGB | officials were expressing .. ; Indeed, fer most of the‘ 
® operating in Britain deepening concern. last ight. .th 
Page3 |that a new war — 


involving American - troops. —' 


/ LC seeks £3bn | meh soon break. out 
wid for poor 
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ade union leaders will be . % 1a bets aie MWR 1D Ue 
isked 10 approve an economic igh BE : : i: Bt nctatys Tae Sete. aw, 
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ernment spending of almost parac & lit 
- ‘on on the poorest sections of Jin. ; ee la, Ges ieyesaaerce Al fo, ; 
; ae “ Page 2 President ; _ Assad - ; neyo re Owen a 
100,000 reservists to fe ti 
da Ce eer ae duty within 24’hours bi 
‘-hina quake 


what an officfal calléd: “sigris of 

Por urguake in castern China an aggression against Syna with 5 

fed G9 people, according to direct American participation’: ° 
: beads Hundreds of The Americans ‘ have ‘pro- 

see destroyed or | duced no proof that Syrid was: ¢f 
tnd resuce operations | behind the bombings and Syria “ 


ce ene itself has in the past used partial -Lebanc 

: iG military call‘ups'as a’ form of | fate 
a r political pressure on its adver.‘of= 
-urkey pHLOved For Releade! 20050803, Cid RD} 
ourkey awaits ‘NP reaction of 


oy 
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(MIS officer 
in court 
MICHAEL BETTANEY, an 
MI5 officer, appeared in court 
yesterday for the first lime 
since he was charged with 
espionage a month ago. He was 
remanded in custody for an- 
other week by Horseferry Road 
magistrates, writes Richard 
Norton-Taylor. 

He is charged under Section 
7 «of the 1920 Official Secrets 
Act with committing, between 
January and September this 
year, “certain acts preparatory 
to communicating to another 
person for a purpose prejudi- 
cial to the safely or interest of 
the state. information calcu. 
jlated to be useful ta an 
| enemy.” 
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Lie tests 
‘would 
not stop 
spies’. 


By Richard Norton-Taylor 


The introduction of poly- 
raphs — lie detectors -— into 
ritain’s security and intelli- 
nce services will do little to 
etect trained spies and could 
even help to protect them, the 
Society of Civil and Public Ser- 
vants said yesterday. | 

In a pamphlet distributed 
at Government Communications 
Headquarters (GCHQ) !n Chel- 
tenham,, it challenges the 
Security’ Commission's — asser- 
tion earlier this ycar that lie 
detector tests would have 
either prevented or caught the 
spy Geoffrey Prime. 

Lawyers and psychiatrists 
have attacked the polygraph as 
unreliable, and American evi- 
dence suggests that it wrongly 
clears 1 tn 4 gullty subjects, 
while wrongly accu: ng 50 per 
cent of innocent peoole. Seven 
" reports to the US Congress in 
20 years have all concluded 
that lie detectors can be tntru-j 
sive, unjust and counter-pro 
ductive, the pamphlet says. 

Psychiatrists say the lie de 
tector is a particularly unsult- 
able and unreliable instrument 
for predicting future be 
haviour, Professor David 
Lykken, a former adviser on 
polygraph tests 40 the US De- 
fence Department, has sug 

ested simple tricks might beat 
je detectors, such as pressing 
the foot against a pin. 

Dr Gisli Gudjonsson, of the 
Institute of Paychiatry I Lon- 
don, has said that the ma{n 
problem is that lie detector’ 
tests classify many truthful 
people as deceptive. I 

In its report on Geoffrey 
Prime, the gaoled former 
GCHQ employee who admitted 
passing infomation to Russia, 
the Security Commission pro- 
posed introducing the poly- 
graph in a limited way. 
Security officials have been to 
: Washington for CIA training 
in polygraph use 

The initiative followed 
ystrong pressure from the US 
Nationa: Security Agency, 
which has a liaison pact with 
GCHQ. 

GCHQ staff have so far re-, 
fused to use them and, in an 
attempt to avoid a serious. in- 
dustrial relations —_dispute, 
senior officials there offered to 
take the tests voluntarily fol- 
lowing the recent early retire 
ment of the GCHQ director, 
Sir Brian Tovey, who was one 
of those unhappy about the 
polygraph. 

Mr Campbell Christie, SCPS 
deputy general secretary 
argued yesterday that there 
would be a temptation to an 
individual who passed 8 poly- 
graph test as a 100 per cent} 
safe, making the polygraph 
“the spy's ticket to a Civil 
Service career.” 

The National Council for 
Civil Liberties yesterday 
warned against polygraph use 
and pointed to the British 
Medical Association’s oppos!- 
tion to the other Security 
Commission proposal—that vet- 
ting for sensitive posts should 
include checking medical files. 


Ene 
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Spy. charge ‘Mary. 
In court 
MICHAEL, Bettaney, the MIB. 


to'appear in court until Octo. 
ber 17. Hisname was due to 


mal. : weekly “remand to be. 
dealt with-in his absence: 
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US demand for introduction _ 
of lie-detectors: blamed 


“By Paul Routledge, Labour Editor, 


Civil Service ugion leaders 
. last night branded the. Govern 
wy-outs 0 “of 
union members 
“Judas money” 
that it would be rejected’ by, 
3,000 menabers. 
They said: “that the, Foreign 


ship at 


’ Secretary’s reasons were‘‘a. lic” 


and the official version a cover-. 
up for American pressure on the 
Cabinet to. break union resist-. 
ance to the introduiction: of lie- 
detectors into sensitive defence: , 
installations. + 

The Council of Civil: Servite 
Unions is demanding an early 
meeting with Mrs Thatcher in 
her ‘role’ as head of the Civil. 
Service ta try.to dissuade the’ 
Government from going afiead 
with ETE RenUOD of" the five’ 
unio 

The TUC will be. brought into. 
the dispute today. 

Mr John Sheldon, general. 


secretary of. the Civil Service’ |: 


Union, which has _,the, largest 


number of GCHQ members, Poo 
described the ex-gratia ‘payment qe 
offered by Sir Geoffrey as “an , P 
offensive bribe”. ‘They alreddy 1° ’f 


have the loyalty of these peaple.. 


It was proved in,.1981, when . 


despite . the’ pay . . dispute ‘all 


security work ‘at Cheltenham’ : : 


‘and Eciiaies huon, ous o. lie. Trade union 
; and loyal as. any other civil the ; ammouincdment ig taat be 


continued) ‘$ Tou coffee them. ‘Sir Robert As mone: cited? the 
. £1,000 must suggest that it is. Se a the lengthy. 198 
: nton Seal de™“a1s4 


Mr “Sheldon saad: “This i is a 
members are just as patriotic cover-up, The. real reason fon. 


servaiits.” 
Union leaders. werers 


: led to vi Sonate 


the Cabinet. -office | ‘ye terday | 
afternoon, to be. told of the - 
Foreign Office move, °° 

_ The: head of oS civil’ service, 


‘ putting the pressure on the 
Government :about its security 


7 secretary of th largest White 
: of the 

hall‘ union; the Civil and Public: 
: Services Association, said:.. “I. 
‘ would have expected this: from. 
* General: Jaruzeiski: in Poland, 
| but net. from: a: Prime: Minister. 
of a democratic state. -I-do 
| hace ti tree geet 3, civil 

: trade. 1 can. be 
bought Forel 4,000.” 

The union. believes ji 
aE oman | 
' enjoy y’ -time anion: 
' officials to " theis:, memberg , at: 
GCHQ. is.a potential secun 
hazard as: they, are not positively, 


1. vetted. But, nearly ures ¢ seat! 
tn the Onna Sg ites ad 
‘continat das Dee ae 


on 


Continued from page 1 
Nato allies were unhappy that a 


GCHO ‘union ca 


pressure from US: 


. an appalling and unacceptable 
denial of basic nghts.. 
“Civil servants, whatever 
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national one-day stoppage and 
further industrial sanctions at 
Cheltenham and the tracking 
station at Bude in Cornwall 
would damage strategic cover of 
signals traffic and hamper the 
surveillance of Soviet warships. 


In their announcement on 
March 8, 1981, the unions said: 
“There will be a range of 


selective and disruptive action. 


which will affect Britain’s secret 
communications surveillance 
network. There will be both 
national and international re- 
percussions.” 


Mr Len Murray, general 
secretary of the TUC, is to meet 
leaders of the civil service 
unions this morning. Last night, 


he said: ‘‘This decision by the - 


Foreign Secretary, made with- 
out ' consultation” ‘or “advance' 
notice to unions whatsoever, is 


their work, deserve and require 
the protection of the union and 
proper union representation 
just as much.as other workers. 

“It is grossly offensive for the 
Foreign Secretary to imply that 
the fact of trade union member- 
ship poses any -threat to 
national security. If there are or 
may be problems of any sort the 
Foreign Secretary should spell | 
out what they. are and’ discuss | 
them with unions concerned, | 
not jump to the most extreme | 
measure possible, . 

“The offer of a tame, state- 
controlled union, backed up by 
£1,000, bribes, is no alternative 
1o the right: of genuine trade, 
union membership | 
The Government has set a 
deadline of March 1 for GCHQ 
employees“ torerwewnt ae: Ar: 
gratia payments, —- | 
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ee 
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id 
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yeecday ta the five-month 


te in 198t 

cae « i Britain's 
h y He was 
at's ing in the 

Office the general 
sccrgarics of Whitehall unions. 
Government has never 
ieee ae nd by ‘webesstucnt of the. 
ity shed the dispute 


ee ‘mrante Mieco nn aoa 
from the Reagan Adminis- 
tration that ministers intervene 
to restore the intelligence flow. 
Unde a: senret -1946 treaty, - 
Brimin and the United States. 
parcel) owt . the: aworid . between 
gathering Lighted and ecto bal 
¢ nic 
intelligence. Its constant supply 
is deemed vital for the eae. 
img of the-mibitery and diplo-- 
matic inventions of the -Soviet 
Usioa and. ‘the. -Wanaw pect 


tenham, whichis to:be de-unio- 
a substantial’ 
‘British effort 


Chelrenbam’ 
work of listening: posts, koown 


a -the ite mode 
pouled and analyses jointly. 


Pgh ower bet i aly ins first 
of the dispate,.Washington- 
u wes incem#id when a walkout of 
techniolans” closed the station 
on Ascension Island, the West's 
listening poet in the South: 
Atlantic, and the tracking 
station at Bude in: Cornwall. 
Buds monitors the path of 
Solvet spy satellites as'they pass 
over the eastern Auantic and 
Weetem Europe, feeding its 
data to the immensely secret 
National Reconnaissance Office 
in Washi 


tinued “for five months. ~ 
affected routine Nnelligenee 
gathering from Scarbourough 
cen listens in to the North 
ahd the Baltic), to the UK 


Base in rus and 
Little_Sai Wan, tie Hongkong 
stations, ua) exercise, 
Wintex ’@17 4in “which Nato 


nations simulated the transition 
to war with the Warsaw Pact 
was also.affected. — 

Last year the very 


lotelti 

last years was also straincd 
with the’ conviction of the 
former SCHQ tt Hriguist, Geol 
frey. Erie; 


At the 


special 
telationship of the 


insistence of the 


ps dvit' 


aa te: 


with the unions 


Pi sper ny 
Uberurite x 
pom 


at 


Sr tatade: Hooter a as the 
record: 
‘not the ase 


= pare But 


Commission 
ae it, mathe 


‘en the Prime 
*: 


the ohe' 
si 


the wnodvering 
iricanee pour 


if 
Ne 


# 
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Li 


it 
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ie 


not soted 
Deen. indl- 


il 
i 


he Notional Security. Agi’ : 
Coonan of the 
ithe US munications: on 


Headquarters (GCHO) in Chel-- 


- Sporadic - ~ dieruption: son 
a ic that opposition to the 


peproves For Releas 
"1 81 Civil Service dispute 


-$ntelligence efforts 
were. imperilled 


Dire pe! E 
xe Rone security 
Bes worries. The decision, stemmed 


sny other present 
tolely from the pope rty of 
the 198) the 
Goanmeare ac eemiaation 
that the vital raw material of 
British intelligence shall not be 
jaa rdized again. 

he agency employs 10,000 ° 
people at Cheltenham and 
around the wor!4, some 60 per 
cent of whom belong to unions. 

- It now seems that the Cabinet 
has been contemplating such a 
move for three It was 
decided to wait until the 1983 
election was past as it was “such 
a big step to take”. 

In the aftermath of Prime, 
there are unconfirmed reports 
that MIS has uncovered a smal! 
Militant Tende: cell at 
Cheltenham. It is said to consist 
of about six peo ie rho belong 
to the Civil and Public Service: 
‘Association and the Society of 
Civil and Public Servant. 

MIS have nse mounted 
§ vestigation into thc 
ding ofa one-day 3 conference 

polygraphs at the 
Pestival alt in a Loses on 
December 6. The Society of 
Civit and Public Servants. 
which organized it, has invited 


Aecing anti-pol: auth- 
rom the United States, 
: Professor David Lykken, 8 


peychologist from the Univer- 
tity. of Minnesota 
conference. 


to the 


s+ Sir Robert Armstrong tried 
_ earlier this month to defuse 
~ union hostility to liedeteciors 


which are to be used al 
Cheltenham on an ex; ntal 
basis from April t. In a letter 
dated January 9 to the Council 
of Civil Unions, he wrote: 
“ “There is no decision to 
from that to a scheme 
for the definitive introduction 
of the polygraph in security 
screening. That decision re- 
mains entirely open, and will be 
for consideration when we arc 
in a position to assess and 
fnalyse the results of the pilot 
study.” | 

A union source said last night 

Polysraph 
would have been likely to 
crumbie eventually at Chelien- 
ham if the Government had 
stood firm. With the loss of 
union recognition, he added, 
resistance to lie-detcctors would 
be redoubled. 

GCHQ is the successor 
organization to the Govern. 
ment, Code and Cypher School 
which it had been estimated in 
the Setond World War shor- 
tened the conflict by some 18 
months by penetrating the most 
secret codes and cyphers of the 
German, ltalian and Japanese 
armed forces. 


been concentrated on the Soviet 
Union and its sattellites, al- 


aoe constantly watched. It 
focuses mainly on military and 
diplomatic ‘traffic, but since the 
1970s there has been a growi. 
effort to glean ccanomic so 
financial information. : 
The unionization of GCHQ 


“has stood out a mile for 
one insider said ved a 


union. ” Other parts of the 
intelligence community do 
contain unien members, how- 
ever, who would be affected if 
the Cabinet's ban was extendod 
beds all security aad intelligence 


or Texe include civilian mem- 
bers of Defence 


ine are 


The case of Lieutenant-Colo- 
inet’ John Wi a 


Minis- 


former 
proved, member of GCHQ, who took 


his demotion on reaching the 
retiring age of 60 in 1979, to an 
are Yndustrial tribunal hes serious! 


use of Low, Lord: Removal oe 
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11 ea as <5 aca 3-4 
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TBF dS. | since : 1945 its efforts :have., 


oes 


a 


were im 


ane 
i ’ EP 2 

Sir Robert * Sec- 
etary ‘of the ea mitted 


yesterday that the Shvemonth 
Civil service dispute in 98! 
‘seriously ,-imperilled Britain's 
cinta p efforts. He was 
kag at! & jmeeting in the 
et Office ‘with the general 
ries of Whitehall unions. 
4 The Government has never 
published: its ‘auscstment“of the. 
damage Infliéied by the’ dispute 
three years. agd, However. it-led 
to instant and insistent pressure 
from the ‘Reagan Adminis- 
tration that ministers intervene 
to restore:the intelligence flow. 
(Undet.ai secret (1946 treaty; 
Britain .and. the United States- 
parcel out. the: world between: 
them “forthe purposes. of 
gathering signals and clectronio: 1; 
intelligence. Its constant supply 
is deemed vital for the monitor- 
ing of thee emilitary and diplo-; 
matic intentions of the Soviet 
Valor. anes he: Warsaw pact. 


othe National Security. Agen- 7 j 


the US ivalent of the 
vernment, Communications; 
Headquarters (GCHO).in Chel-: 
tenham, which.is to-be de-unio-., 
nized, funds a substantial 
n.of-the ‘British effort 

c a ee expensivo, capital , inven. 
sive, branch .of espionage, It: 
provides advanced , oquipment, 
and seconded. -personnel for. 
Cheltenham’s world-wide net- 
work of listening: posts, known, 
site . Signals: | 
Organization, he, product.,j ig 
pogied and-analysed jointly. 
“On-Marech °9¢:1981,’ the: first 
day of the disputes: Washington” 
was incenséd when a walkout of 
technicians’ closed ‘thé station 
on Ascension Island, the West's, 


listening “post in “the Souths | 


Atlantic, arid ‘the tracking 
station ‘at Bude in: Cornwall. 
Buds monitors ‘the path of 
Soivet spy satellites as'they pass> 
over the eastern Atlantic and 
Western’ Europe, .. feectitig: its 
data to the ‘immensely secret 
National Reconnaissance Office 
im Washington, ie? 
vSporadio »:disruption':. con-. 
tihued ‘for five months! It? 
affected ..routine intelligence 
gathering from . Scarbourough 
(which listens in to the North, 
Sea and the Baltic); to the UK 
Sovereign Base in Cyprus and 
Little Sai Wan, the Hongkong 
station, They biangua) ‘exercise, 
Wintex’ 81; “in ‘ which.” Nato 
nations simulated the transition 
rto war with the Warsaw Pact 
was also,affected. 

Last year the very special 
ge ed relationship of the 
last 38 years was also straincd 
with the’ conviction ‘of the 
former GCHQ linguist, Geof- 


fr Prime; for spyi for 
Lettrd net oa sages j 
“At the insistence of the 


Reagan Administration, — the 
British’ Cabines was forced .to 
approve the‘application of fle- 
detectors, or polygraphs, to” 
members Of the :security afd 
intelligence’ agenties, The Civil 
Service untons obj jected on civil’ 
libertarian’ dnd efficlenc; 
srolinds, arguing’ that’. U; 
expencacs showed polygiaphs’ 
highly t unteliable: 
ata meeting with thé unions 
dai July 8° ae Rober Armstrong’ 
insisted’ that the Govertiment, 
would pre press - ahead with’ the’ 
intréductidn of & pilot schemte’ 
at ‘Cheltenhain. However, as tte 
minutes of the meetin: gece 
of th too would’ et fin _ oe 
of the polygraph ‘sttractive: ‘But 
the "Security. Commission 
(which ‘reported-‘on’ the Prime 
affair] said it was the one ‘thing 
it might”’-have “dete 
Prime." sates a! 
The security ° setvici, MIS, 
hasbeen very active ut Chelten= 
hari since the uncdévering ‘o! 
Primé en gr porsistent, 
altho as” unproved,’ 
| attspicidris that fe had’ not acted 
| alone. There ‘have been’ indi- 
‘ications recently that ‘fears are 
growing *that another official 


iwas involved and = several 
‘Uindi ls “havé “been under 
‘serutiny.. * . 74s 

! Whitehall: craay ae 
i strongly’ ‘Sere E the 
' Foreign” hove to 
, Femove | 

‘ recognitio: 
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‘1981 Civil Service dispute 


CW Wen eS 
intlligence efforts 
perilled 


eo Peter Hennessy 


any other eat security 
worries. The decision, stemmed 
tolely from the assessment of 
the 1981. damage and the 
Government's determination * 
that the vital raw material of 
British intelligence shall not be 
jeopordized again, 

y The agency émploys 10,000 * 
people at .Cheltenham and 
around the world, some 60 per 
cent of whom belou:2 to unions. 
‘+ It now seems that the Cabinet 
has been contemplating such a 
move for three years. It was 
decided to wait until the 1983 
election was past as it was “such 
a'big step to take”. - 

<In the aftermath of Prime, 
there are unconfirmed reports 
that MIS has uncovered a smail 

Militant Tendency cell at 
Cheltenham. It is said to consist 
of about six people who belong 
to the Civil and Public Services 
Association and the Society of 
Civil and Public Servant. 

MIS have also mounted a 
bpecial investigation into the 
unding of a one-day conference 
on polygraphs held at the 
Festival 1] in London on 
December 6. The Society of 
Civil and Public Servants. 
which organized it, has invited 
leading anti-polygraph _auth- 
ority from the United States, 
Professor David Lykken, a 
psychologist from the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota to, the 
conference. 

i - Sir Robert Armstrong tried 
earlier this month to defuse 
, union hostility to fiedetectors 
which are to -be used at 
Cheltenham on an experimental 
basis from April t. In a letter 
dated January 9 to the Council 
of Civil Unions, he wrote: 
s"There is no decision to 
proceed from that to a scheme 
for the definitive introduction 
of the polygraph in security 
screening. That decision re- 
mains entirely open, and will be 
for contideration when we are 
in a position to assess ‘and 
analyse the results of the pilot 
study.” 

A union source said last night 
that opposition to the Polygraph 
would have been likely to 
crumble eventually ai Chelten- 
ham if the Government had 
stood firm. With the toss of 
union recognition, he added, 
resistance to lie-detectors would 
be redoubled. 

GCHQ is the successor 
organization to the Govern- 
ment Code and Cypher Schoo! 

which it had been estimated in 
the ‘Se¢ond World War shor- 
tencd the conflict by some 18 
months by penetrating the most 
secret codes and. cyphers of the 
German, Italian and Japanese 
armed forces. 
$ Since: 1945 sits efforts ‘havo, 
been concentrated on the Soviet 

Union and its satellites, al- 
though other nations such as 
Argentina, which is a prime 
target of the Ascension Island 
station -because of the Falk- 
lands, constantly watched. It 
focuses mainly on military and 
, diptomatic traffic, but since the 
* 19708 there has been.a growi. ng. 
effort to glean economic an: 
financial information. 

The unionization of GCHQ 
“has stood out a mile for years” 
one insider said yesterday, as 
MIS and-the Secret Intelligence 
Service,, MI6,: are strictly non- 
union. Other parts of the 
intelligence community do 
contain union ‘members, how- 
ever, who would’ be affected if 
the Cabinet's ban was extended 
to-all security and: intelligence 
area. 

* Fhese include civilian mem- 


* bers of the 900-strong Defence 


Intelligence: Staff'in the Minis-- 
iy of Defence 

+ The case of Lieutenant-Colo- 
inet ‘John Waite,. a former 
‘member of -GCHQ, who took 
his' demotion on Teaching the 
retiring age of 60 in 1979, to an 
Sndustrial tribunal has seriously 
concerned, the . Cheltenham 
‘management. He .won his. case 
‘at..the tribunal, but it a 


quashed i in the Court of Rite 
last year, a decision uphel 
‘the House of Lord, Removal of 


Koved Hor Relea s 


with the aftermath ‘of Prime or 


from 


‘Cabinet's decision to bar unions 


Bite 
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